What is an annotated bibliography?

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. Annotations are written in paragraph form, usually 3-7 sentences (or 80-200 words). Depending on your assignment your annotations will generally include the following:

1. Summary: Summarize the information given in the source. Note the intended audience. What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say?

2. Evaluate/Assess: Is this source credible? Who wrote it? What are their credentials? Who is the publisher? Is it a useful source? How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is this source biased or objective? What is the goal of this source?

3. Reflect/React: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into your research. State your reaction and any additional questions you have about the information in your source.  Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic. Compare each source to other sources in your AB in terms of its usefulness and thoroughness in helping answer your research question.

What is the purpose(s) of the annotated bibliography?

· demonstrate the quality of your own research (to help you understand what you’ve researched);
· explore the topic for further reading or preparation for research (can help you organize the main points of the research and pinpoint what you want to say); 
· give your research historical perspective or relevance (this issue has been viewed a number of different ways over the years).
SAMPLE OF WELL WRITTEN ANNOTATION: (APA format)

Ehrenreich, B. (2001). Calcutta: pollution and health. (2009) [Television broadcast]. CBS. Retrieved from www.cbsnews.com.


Ehrinreich is the author of a CBS News story about the devastating pollution in Calcutta, India. The story was developed from research carried out by a team of qualified academics from the School of Environmental Studies at the Jadavpur University in India. Ehrinreich’s research team conducted its studies between 2003 and 2005. The content covers air pollution, specifically the content of heavy metals in the air, and sound pollution. The information is supported with numerous graphs. Ehrinreich holds a PhD in Environmental science and Biology, as well as a master’s degree in Microbiology.
Sample of a poorly written annotation:
Ehrenreich, B. (2001). Calcutta: pollution and health. (2009) [Television broadcast]. CBS. Retrieved from www.cbsnews.com

This was a good site about air pollution in Calcutta, because it had a lot of good information for my topic. I liked this site. It has more specific information than books and is not too much to read. It is authoritative because it is up to date and all rights are reserved.  
