
 

MLA guidelines require the Works Cited page to be arranged alphabetically by the author’s last name (or title, if no 
author) and doubled-spaced. For organizational purposes and to save paper, those guidelines are NOT reflected here. 

 

Sample MLA Citation Formats 

B
o

o
k

s 

Dawes, Tim, Jr. Tech Time. Flemington: Central Press, 1997. Print. one author 

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Boston: Allyn, 2000. Print. two authors 

Wysocki, Anne Frances, et al. Writing New Media: Theory and Applications for Expanding the Teaching of 

Composition. Logan: Utah State UP, 2004. Print. 

three or more  

authors 

Encyclopedia of Indiana. New York: Somerset, 1993. Print. no author 

Baker, Ray Stannard. “Ignorance is the Real Enemy.” Ordinary Americans. Ed. Linda R. Monk.   

       Alexandria: Close Up Publishing, 1994. 150-1. Print. 

work in anthology, 

reference, or 

collection (editor) 

"Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary. 3rd ed. 1997. Print. article in a 

reference book 

eB
o

o
k

s 

 

Roush, Chris. Inside Home Depot: How One Company Revolutionized an Industry through the Relentless 

Pursuit of Growth. New York: McGraw, 1999. ebrary. Web. 4 Dec. 2005. 

ebook  

Olson, Richard G. "On Definitions, Approaches, and Periodization." Technology and Science in Ancient 

Civilizations. Santa Barbara, CA: Praeger, 2009. ABC-CLIO eBook Collection. Web. 4 May 2012.  

article/chapter from 

an ebook 

Slawenski, Kenneth. J.D. Salinger: A Life. New York: Random, 2011. N. pag. EPUB file. ebook from a device 

(Kindle, Nook, 

iPad, etc.) 

O
n

li
n

e 
 

D
a

ta
b

a
se

 

 

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical Journal 50.1 

(2007): 173-96. ProQuest. Web. 27 May 2009. 

article from an 

online/electronic 

database 

 P
ri

n
t 

 

P
er

io
d

ic
a

ls
 

 

Brubaker, Bill. "New Health Center Targets County's Uninsured Patients." Washington Post 24 May 2007: 

LZ01. Print. 

newspaper 

Buchman, Dana. "A Special Education." Good Housekeeping Mar. 2006: 143-48. Print. 
 

magazine  

W
eb

si
te

s 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008. Web. 23 Apr. 

2008. 

an entire website 

"How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow. Demand Media, Inc., n.d. Web. 24 Feb. 2009. a page on a website 

(no author or 

published date)  

Robinson, Scott R. “Theatre and Drama in Ancient Greece.” Scott R. Robinson Home. Central Washington 

University, 2010. Web. 4 May 2012.  

a page on a website 

(with author and 

publish date) 

O
th

er
 

Salmar1515 [Sal Hernandez]. “Re: Best Strategy: Fenced Pastures vs. Max Number of Rooms?” 

BoardGameGeek. BoardGameGeek, 29 Sept. 2008. Web. 5 Apr. 2009. 

blog post 

brandychloe. "Great Horned Owl Family." Photograph. Webshots. American Greetings, 22 May 2006. Web. 

5 Nov. 2009. 

image found online 

(art or photo) 

Bentley, Phyllis. “Yorkshire and the Novelist.” The Kenyon Review 30.4 (1968): 509-22. JSTOR. PDF file. digital file (mp3, 

jpg, pdf) 

Wasserman, Eric. Personal interview. 18 Sept. 2008. personal interview 

West, Adam. “Re: Bats at Night.”  Message to John Doe. 18 Nov. 2006. E-mail.  e-mail 

Athar, Sohaib (ReallyVirtual). “Helicopter hovering above Abbottabad at 1AM (is a rare event).” 1 May 

2011, 3:58 p.m. Tweet. 

a tweet 

"The L-Team." Williams College Libraries. YouTube. 2007. Web. 27 Aug. 2009.  youtube video 

 

Here is a breakdown of some of the citation formats: 
 

Book – One Author 

 
 

 

Dawes, Tim, Jr. Tech Time. Flemington: Central Press, 1997. Print. 
 

 

 

Author -            
last name, first 

name 

Title  
Place of 

Publication Publisher 

Copyright 

Date 

Format 



citation breakdowns continued… 

Online/Electronic Database Article  
 

 

Lincoln, Joanne, et al. “Hidden Atlanta: The City Behind the Trees.” American Libraries 33 (June 2002): 94. eLibrary Curriculum.  

     Web. 19 Sept. 2008.  

 

 
 

Website 

 

 

 
Sherman, Amy. "All about Chutney." Cooking with Amy: A Food Blog. Cooking with Amy, 30 Mar. 2005. Web. 12 Sept. 2008.     

 

 

Formatting the Works Cited Page: 

 Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It should have the 

same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as the rest of your paper. 

 Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize the words Works Cited or put them in quotation marks) 

and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page. 

 Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries. 

 Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations five spaces so that you create a hanging indent. 

 Entries are listed alphabetically by the author’s last name.  

o Alphabetize works with no known author by their title; use a shortened version of the title in the 

parenthetical citations in your paper. 
 

 

Capitalization and Punctuation 

 Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc, but do not capitalize articles (the, an), 

prepositions, or conjunctions unless one is the first word of the title or subtitle: Gone with the Wind, 

The Art of War, There Is Nothing Left to Lose. 

 New to MLA 2009: Use italics (instead of underlining) for titles of larger works (books, magazines) 

and quotation marks for titles of shorter works (poems, articles) 

 

 

Notes about Online Resources 

 MLA no longer requires the use of URLs in MLA citations. If a teacher requires you to include URLs, 

MLA suggests that the URL appear in angle brackets after the date of access. Break URLs only after 

slashes. 
o EXAMPLE: Aristotle. Poetics. Trans. S. H. Butcher. The Internet Classics Archive. Web  

Atomic and Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 13 Sept. 2007. Web. 4 

Nov. 2008. ‹http://classics.mit.edu/›. 

 Abbreviations are required for missing information in online citations.  

o Use n.p. if no publisher or sponsor is given.  

o Use n.d. when no publication (last updated) date is given.  

o Use n. pag. if no page numbers are given (for a work on the Web that also has print publication 

data) 

 
 

 

 

 

Missing a format? Try the MLA Formatting and Style Guide online at the Perdue OWL website: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/. 
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