Research Question Examples
1. General Subject:
Climate Change


Focus 1:
current warming trends are related to human activity


Focus 2:
current warming trends are related to gov’t./industry/economy

Argument: the role of gov’t. / industry / economy affect climate change

Research Questions:
How can [we] account for the U.S. government’s withdrawal from the Kyoto Protocol and its effect on global warming?

To what extent does government policy play a role in climate change?

2. General Subject:
Affirmative Action

Focus 1:
necessary to even the playing field


Focus 2:
unfairly discriminates and may actually harm population intended to help

Argument:  AA is harmful to the population it is intended to benefit

Research Question:  To what extent does Affirmative Action harm the population it is intended to benefit?

3.  General Subject: 
U.S. – Iraqi Relations


Focus 1:
U.S. Cold War foreign policy


Focus 2:
Persian Gulf War (1991)

Argument:  The end of the Cold War was a primary cause of the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

Research Question:  To what extent was the end of the Cold War a primary cause of the 1991 Persian Gulf War?

4. General Subject:
Effect of the Iraq War on the Middle East


Focus 1:
Iraq War was a successful attempt to control world terrorism

Focus 2:
Iraq War was a counter productive political measure with lasting negative effects on a world scale

Argument:  Iraq War produced more political problems than it solved.

Research Question:  To what extent was the war in Iraq a successful attempt to contain world terrorism?

5.  General Subject:
Political Talk Radio


Focus 1:
effect of talk radio on political discourse in the United States


Focus 2:  
rise in number of conservatively focused talk radio shows

Argument: Preponderance of conservative talk radio shows may serve to repress healthy and balanced debate on public issues

Research Question:  [How can we effectively] evaluate the ways in which conservative talk radio actually strengthens or contributes to nuanced discussions of politics in the United States.

6. General Subject:
Right to Die

Focus 1:
right to refuse medical treatment


Focus 2:
right to pursue assisted suicide

Argument:  people should have a right to choose death over life sustaining medical treatment

Research Question:  To what extent should a human rights policy include a position that allows individuals to determine their right to die with dignity? 

7.  General Subject:  Zero Tolerance Policies


Focus 1:
evaluate effectiveness of zero tolerance policies in public schools


Focus 2:
have zero tolerance policies made a difference in school safety

Research Question:  To what extent did the Gun Free Schools Act of 1994 impact the development of zero tolerance policies in U. S. public schools?

8.  General Subject:
College Entrance Exams

A.  I am studying college entrance exams because I want to find out how important standardized tests are to college admission.

B.  I am studying college entrance exams because I want to find out how important standardized tests are to college admission in order to understand how fair the admissions process is.

Research Question:  To what extent do standardized tests, which may inaccurately predict long-term success, cause inequities in the financial aid and college admissions process?

9.  General Subject:
Civil Liberties in the War on Terrorism

Focus 1:  
improving national security


Focus 2: 
infringing on civil liberties

Argument:  War on terrorism infringes on civil liberties

Research Question:  To what extent has the war on terrorism infringed upon the civil liberties of private citizens?

10.  General Subject:  Iraqi and U. S. Relations


Focus 1:  
Democratic process in Iraq = positive democratic development in other Arab countries

Focus 2:
US led occupation is bolstering terrorist organizations and their ability to attract new results

Research Question:  To what extent does US intervention in Iraq contribute to anti-US sentiment?

11.  General Subject:  Political Talk Radio
Focus 1:
overwhelmingly conservative talk radio has resulted in an unhealthy right wing discourse
Focus 2:
although predominately conservative, talk radio has fostered increased interest and political discourse

Research Question:  To what extent has conservative talk radio contributed to right wing unilateral foreign policy?

12.  General Subject:  Beauty and Body Image
A. the increase in cosmetic surgery in the U.S.

B. the increase in teenage cosmetic surgery

C. the increase in media attention on physical perfection

Argument: increase in media attention has caused overuse and unhealthy use of cosmetic surgery

RQ:  To what extent has media coverage and parental/adult behaviors influenced teenagers to see cosmetic surgery?

13.  General Subject:  Right to Die


Focus 1:  power to decide one’s mortal destiny

Argument:  individual patient should have power to decide his/her right to die

RQ:  To what extent should government policy dictate an individual patient’s right to die.

14.  General Subject:  Genetic Testing

Focus 1:  genetic testing can predict illness and allow for medical interventions or precautions


Focus 2:  genetic testing provides justification for discrimination

RQ:  While genetic testing can have worthwhile applications, who should be empowered to determine and monitor its uses?
